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Joint Declaration of the 19th Northeast Asia Youth Forum

- Global Changes and Sustainable Development of Northeast Asia -

From August 21 to August 26, 2023, 70 university student representatives from Korea, China and Japan
participated in the 19th Northeast Asia Youth Forum in Seoul, Korea. The forum was organized by MRA/Initiatives
of Change-Korea in cooperation with the International IC Association of Japan and sponsored by the Ministry of
Gender Equality and family, Korea, aiming for peace and mutual prosperity in Northeast Asia. During the forum,
the participants engaged in serious discussions and dialogues on the theme of “Global Changes and Sustainable
Development in Northeast Asia.”

As next-generation leaders who will lead the future, all of us participants discussed the directions of cooperation
for sustainable development in Northeast Asia amidst the rapidly changing world. We also delved into the roles
of youth and their capabilities required in the digital age brought about by the Fourth Industrial Revolution.
Additionally, we shared an understanding of the seriousness of the demographic decline issue faced jointly
by the three countries of Northeast Asia (Korea, China, and Japan) and the necessity for joint efforts in finding
alternative solutions.

We acknowledge that sustainable development in Northeast Asia in the face of rapid global changes can
only be achieved through the joint efforts of citizens, governments, and private organizations of each country,
working towards common goals and visions. As next-generation leaders responsible for creating a peaceful and
prosperous Northeast Asia, we deeply recognize our duty and mission and declare the following:

1.We will participate in or aim to organize educational events and utilize materials that will help us become
autonomous and better understand sustainable practices considering topics such as:
a.gender equality
b.environmental awareness
c.sociopolitical education
d.logical and critical thinking
e.studying or reading various international material such as books, magazines, news, and journals
2.We will expose ourselves to diverse sustainable practices and mediums related to cooperation such as:
a.online platforms like social media, virtual spaces, websites, etc
b.offline and online meetings and conferences that embodies
i.genuine and direct interactions
ii.respect and understanding
iii.mutual learning
iv.regional, national, cross national exchanges (addressing multilateral issues and sharing knowledge and
resources)
3.We acknowledge that youth competencies required in the digital age are:
a.digital and data literacy
b.creativity and critical thinking
c.collaboration and communication
d.ethical mindsets
e.continuous learning
4.We strongly recognize the need to adapt to the developing job landscape by adopting new technology
efficiently and considerately.
a.youth could learn digital knowledge more formally and earlier to develop recognized digital competencies
by continuous learning
b.youth should acknowledge the need for assistance for those who are slower at adopting new technologies
c.youth need to be open-minded and adaptable by exploring emerging technological developments and
fields or integrating such aspects into their occupations
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i.data analytics
ii.cybersecurity
iii.sustainable energy
iv.ChatGPT
d.youth should recognize the irreplaceable value of human qualities in occupations
i.direct interaction which can provide unique personal experiences
ii.empathy and human care
5.We acknowledge the complexity of population decline and that:
a.youth should understand that promoting love relationships through facilitating a good life and healthy
societies are at the foundation of the issue
b.youth should embody the ideals behind a good life and healthy society themselves
c.youth should also be aware of practical sociocultural issues like volatile economy, barriers to child bearing,
traditional gender norms, and brain draining due to the undervaluation of domestic workforces
6.We will strongly advocate the proper evaluation of our domestic workforce.
a.recognize the economic value and importance of domestic work, understanding that it's essential for
maintaining social structures
b.learn about the challenges faced by foreign domestic workers (FDWs) from the Global South and advocate
for their rights and well-being
c.support initiatives and campaigns that aim for stronger legislation to prevent exploitation and
discrimination against imported FDWs
7.We will challenge traditional family structures and advocate for the further of childcare by:
a.recognizing civil partnerships
b.breaking stereotypes like parental roles, worker efficacy, and parental leave
c.educate ourselves on country unique challenges to create tailored effective solutions by discussing these
issues with other youth
8.We stress the necessity of a robust system that would support the elderly, since the Northeast Asia region
faces challenges from an increasing older population.
a.The significant increase in an elderly population will divert socioeconomic resources to the support of this
increasing demographic thus straining social collective resources
b.From this increase, youth will need to face challenges of caring for their families with the already limited
time and resources they have and thus will need to divert attention from other individual endeavors
c.Thus youths must advocate for the official care and support of the growing elderly population to allow the
youth to further focus on themselves
9.We must call upon governments to implement measures that will increase job opportunities and free up
time and resources for parents to care for their children.
a.opening up more family-friendly vocational jobs
b.providing re-employment training and support to parents returning to the workforce
c.increasing paid leave for childbearing families
d.consider the decrease of total work time for jobs
10.We urge governments to implement policies that promote childcare and provide comprehensive support
such as:
a.Educational support in the form of scholarships, better schools, and promotion and establishment of good
pre-parental training
b.aiding parents by enabling the procurement of affordable and sanitary living spaces, through low interest
loans and first priority purchasing rights
c.encouraging companies to have better work conditions by decreasing workplace harassment, unhealthy
workplace culture, and frequent overtime
d.enforcing strict regulatory standards and providing financial support for childcare
August 26,2023
All Participants of the 19th Northeast Asia Youth Forum
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